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NIGERIA, ni je'ri a, a colony and protec-
torate of Great Britain, in West Africa.
The former German colony of Kamenin is
on the east, the Gulf of Guinea is south,
and the French possession of French West
Africa and Dahomey are north and west.
The chief capital is Lagos (population 126,-
000), on the gulf coast; a northern adminis-
trative capital is at Kaduna, more than 400
miles up the Niger River.
Nigeria contains 372>650 square miles. The
parent colony of Nigeria is small—1,400
square miles. The protectorate contains
Northern Provinces (281,775 square miles)
and the Southern Provinces (89,515 square
miles),
The population of all Nigeria is about
19,928,000; a few thousand are white. The
natives raise corn, cotton, cacao and yams.
Slavery existed in the interior until Brit-
ish authority was asserted in 1900. The
present government of the three divisions
as a colony and two protectorates dates from
1914, though the coast section has been
British since 1861, when it was purchased
from a native king. Expansion and civil-
izing influences have been gradually extend-
ing inland.
NIGHT HAWK, in North America the
name of a bird closely related to the whip-
poor-will (which see) and strongly resem-
bling it in many ways. Unlike the whip-
poor-will, it has white wing markings, and
prefers the open country to the woods. It
has an exceedingly vigorous flight and takes
its prey, consisting of beetles and other large
insects, on the wing, usually in the evening.
It may then be seen flying rapidly, making
long descending swoops, with a hoarse whir-
ring of its wings. The night hawk spends
the day quietly sitting on the ground. Its
eggs, two in number, are laid on the bare
ground, with no attempt at protecting them
by a nest.
NIGHT HE&ON, a small, restless bird,
resembling the heron and intermediate be-
tween it and the bittern. The birds of one
American species are about two feet long,
Iiave Soft ash-gray plumage above, white
below, and black markings on neck and
lieacL The head is adorned with three long
wMte feathers. The birds have a hoarse cry
and feed, usually at twilight, on aquatic
animals. They nest in colonies, in trees, and
return to tie same places year after year
tea tkei* migration.
 NIGHTINGALE, a well-known bird of
the thrush family, found in Europe, and
everywhere famous for the exquisite night
song of the male, It is a little brown
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NIGHTINGALE
creature, not much larger than the American
bluebird, and is modestly clad in a coat of
russet-brown. On the moonlight nights the
male often sings in woods and shrubbery till
long after midnight, but in the daytime it is
shy and rarely seen or heard. The bird is
referred to in the poetry of all countries
and is spoken of by its classical name, phil-
omel, or its Eastern name, bulbul. The name
Virginia nightingale is sometimes given the
cardinal bird (which see).
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FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALE
NIGHTINGALE, florence (18204910),
an English philanthropist, born in Florence,
Italy.   At an early age she became interested
in hospital work, visited the chief military
hospitals of Europe and studied nursing in
Germany and in France.   During the Cri-
mean War hospital accommodations   were
found to be very defective, and Hiss Night-
ingale promptly vol-
unteered to organize
a   band   of  nurses.
The offer was accept-
ed   by  the  English
government, and
within  a  week   she
was on her way to
Scutari,   where   she
rendered   invaluable
service to the sick.
Later she labored for
hospital reform and
during the Civil "War
in America and the
Franco-German War she was able to, give
advice of inestimable benefit.   Her Notes on
Hospitals, Notes on Nursing f Notes o^ t"h$
Smitary State of the Army m Indwt and

